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COVINGTON COUNTY
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
COMMISSION (CCEDC)

Covington County

Attracts McDermott
Aviation's North
American HQ with
Strategic Storytelling

Covington County Economic Development Commission (CCEDC) partnered with
Golden Shovel Agency to tell a powerful story: that rural Alabama is not just a
place to land—it's a place to launch. That message resonated, earning the county
a major business attraction win with McDermott Aviation's decision to locate its
North American headquarters at the South Alabama Regional Airport.

Covington County's pitch wasn't just about available space—it was about possibility. With an airport that could support
growth and a workforce ready for high-skill aviation jobs, the region had the assets. But the story needed to be told in a way
that would cut through the noise of 50-state competition.

Golden Shovel Agency worked with CCEDC to craft a digital
presence and economic development narrative that positioned
the South Alabama Regional Airport as a center of aeronautical
opportunity in the Southeast. The messaging focused on how
aviation infrastructure—once used primarily for local flights and
MRO—could be repurposed as a global gateway.

McDermott Aviation and longtime partner Isolair, Inc. chose
Covington County over countless other options after learning about
the region’s capabilities and being welcomed by local leadership.

The result is a major headquarters and manufacturing win—
complete with new jobs and long-term economic potential.



https://www.goldenshovelagency.com/
https://www.covingtoncountyedc.com/
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The Golden Shovel Difference

Golden Shovel provided end-to-end Golden Shovel helped Covington County bridge local pride with global
strategic support to elevate Covington opportunity. Our team worked closely with CCEDC to elevate the region’s
County's visibility and business appeal. voice through strong digital storytelling, giving Covington County the
Deliverables included: tools to compete on a national stage.

A modern economic development
website focused on site selector . . . : .
« The focus on aviation repositioning, transforming airport infrastructure
needs and industry storytelling . .

into a recruitment asset
Messaging that positioned the « Integration of strategic messaging across web, video, and social platforms
South Alabama Regional Airport

as a Southern aviation hub « The dual win of attracting both McDermott Aviation and Isolair Inc.—

together bringing jobs, manufacturing, and investment
A digital content strategy that
emphasized workforce readiness
and location assets longer a quiet rural area—it's a rising aviation hub in the Southeast

« A campaign that helped shift perception: Covington County is no

Social media and digital campaign
support to increase awareness
among aviation prospects

Content that helped CCEDC tell a
compelling, community-centered
story with global reach

"Aerospace and aviation are key industries for
Alabama’s economy.”

Dynamic map showcasing how BRENDA TUCK, RURAL DEVELOPMENT MANAGER,

. . ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
connected this rural county really is

The goal wasn't just to inform—it was to

inspire companies like McDermott and
Isolair to see themselves in Covington
County's future.

Ready to Attract Businesses to Your Community?

Golden Shovel Agency helps economic development organizations like CCEDC take local

strengths and translate them into a compelling story that garners national attention. With a
strategic platform, strong storytelling, and a clear vision, we help communities land the kinds of
wins that spark lasting momentum. Let’s turn your assets into your next big announcement.

Laura Christie « Director of Business Development
912.596.1857 « Ichristie@goldenshovelagency.com
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